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RUGBY LEAGUE AFFILIATED STATES CHAMPIONSHIP 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.04 pm]: The 2013 National Rugby 
League affiliated states championships were held at Hindmarsh Stadium earlier this month. These 
championships bring together the affiliated states’—South Australia, Western Australia, Northern Territory and 
Victoria—rugby league teams in a three-day carnival. On behalf of the state government, I take this opportunity 
to congratulate the Western Australian senior men’s team, who continued their dominance in this competition by 
taking out their fourth consecutive affiliated states’ championship title. In fact, in the 12 years the championships 
have been held, WA has now won 10 titles, consolidating our position as the best rugby league state outside of 
the heartlands of New South Wales and Queensland. 

The WA seniors had to win both halves of the final game and hold at least a 12-point advantage at the end of the 
game; this was against Northern Territory. They were up 12–0 at half-time, and then ran away to a 28–4 victory, 
with superior fitness and structures proving the difference. This was a terrific result for WA seniors, who had a 
relatively new side on the field after losing 10 players from their 2012 campaign through relocation to 
Queensland’s and New South Wales’ stronger rugby league competitions. The win for the side was rewarded 
with 10 players being selected in the national team to tour Samoa later in the year. Western Australian fans will 
be able to see the state side in action on 7 July, when they play the curtain-raiser to the Rabbitohs v Warriors 
clash at nib Stadium, against a strong NSW Country Bulls side. Congratulations to coaches Justin Nixon and 
Chris Dever, who, in addition to their state duties, also coach local WA league teams. I would also like to make 
special mention of captain, Matt Doeg, for his leadership, and Delroy Tapuosi, who plays locally for the 
Willagee Bears, for his efforts during the championships. 

I would also like to congratulate the WA women’s league tag team, who took out their title for the third time.  

The under-18s improved their performance over that of 2012, finishing second behind Victoria, which has the 
benefit of a strong development program under the Melbourne Storm. Western Australia’s Jake Doubikin was 
named the most valuable player of the tournament. 

In recent years, the Western Australia Rugby League has improved the development of the junior program with 
the national SG ball side, along with the under-15 development academy. The loss against Victoria was with 
merit, and it was not until late in the game that it got beyond the WA side. Western Australia had six players 
nominated for the combined state side, which plays in the national secondary schools championships in July—a 
competition that is important for NRL clubs’ talent identification. This is the best result for WA for some time. 

I congratulate the WA Rugby League on reaching 3 000 player registrations this year. This is the first time an 
affiliated state outside New South Wales and Queensland has achieved this milestone. This is an outstanding 
result that strengthens WA’s position in the National Rugby League environment and is a testament to the hard 
work of WARL chair, Richard Campbell, and his board. I would also like to extend my congratulations and 
appreciation to WARL chief executive officer, John Sackson—who I think is in the gallery today—for his 
dedication and commitment to growing the game of rugby league in WA. 
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